
 

 
 

Table 3-1 
Washington Labor Force and Employment 

 
 

Year 
 

Labor Force 
 

Total Employed 
 

Unemployed 
Unemployment 

Rate(%) 
Total Non-Agricultural Wage 

& Salary Employment 

1970  1,417,100  1,285,900  131,200  9.3 1,080,500  
1975  1,562,200  1,412,300  149,800  9.6 1,225,500  
1980  1,984,600  1,828,200  156,400  7.9 1,609,000 
1981  1,996,800  1,806,000  190,800  9.6 1,612,000 
1982  2,024,500  1,778,900  245,600  12.1 1,568,800 
1983  2,068,400  1,837,700  230,700  11.2 1,586,000 
1984  2,050,400  1,856,900  193,500  9.4 1,659,700 
1985  2,090,400  1,920,700  169,700  8.1 1,710,300 
1986  2,198,500  2,017,800  180,700  8.2 1,769,900 
1987  2,257,500  2,086,800  170,700  7.6 1,851,500 
1988  2,315,800  2,172,800  143,000  6.2 1,941,100 
1989  2,450,900  2,299,600  151,300  6.2 2,046,300 
1990  2,538,100  2,412,900  125,200  4.9 2,142,400 
1991  2,535,100  2,373,200  161,900  6.4 2,177,400 
1992  2,649,800  2,448,800  201,000  7.6 2,221,900 
1993  2,701,000  2,495,000  206,000  7.6 2,251,700 
1994  2,706,500  2,532,800  173,700  6.4 2,304,100 
1995 2,804,400  2,625,900  178,500  6.4 2,346,800 
1996 2,873,900  2,687,100  186,800  6.5 2,415,600 
1997  2,983,300  2,841,100  142,200  4.8 2,514,200 
1998 3,037,900  2,893,300  144,600  4.8 2,594,700 
1999 3,074,600  2,929,200  145,400  4.7 2,648,700 
2000  3,045,300  2,887,500  157,800  5.2 2,711,500 
2001  2,995,700  2,804,000  191,700  6.4 2,696,400 
2002  3,050,700  2,836,100  214,600  7.0 2,654,200 

 Forecast      

2005  3,219,500  3,023,000  196,500  6.1 2,793,800 
2010  3,457,600  3,261,100  196,500  5.7 3,025,000 
2015  3,637,300  3,448,800  188,500  5.2 3,254,000 
2020  3,790,200  3,616,000  174,200  4.6 3,448,800 
2027  3,981,000  3,785,900  195,100  4.9 3,706,700 

 Change    
1970-1980 567,500  542,300  --- --- 528,500  
1980-1990 553,500  584,700  --- --- 533,400  
1990-2000 507,200  474,600  --- --- 569,100  
2000-2010 412,300  373,600  --- --- 313,500  
2010-2027 523,400  524,800  --- --- 681,700  

 Growth Rates    
1970-1980 3.4% 3.6% --- --- 4.1% 
1980-1990 2.5% 2.8% --- --- 2.9% 
1990-2000 1.8% 1.8% --- --- 2.4% 
2000-2010 1.3% 1.2% --- --- 1.1% 
2010-2027 0.8% 0.9% --- --- 1.2% 




